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. IMPROVEMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FACTLITIES IN YUuNNAN

Jen-min Jih-pao Kou Ying-ch'iu
Peiping, 1k Feb 1054 Deputy Chairman,

Yunnan Provineial Government

Considerable work has been done since libveration to improve rail trange
Prort in Yunnan Province. The inferior quality of the early railvay econstruc-
tion hes been eliminated, and the malntenance and repair of rolling stock ang
construction equipment has been markedly improved. Compered with 1950, the
, efficiency of railway workers has been reised 111 percent. The volume or rail
N transport has been increased by 230 percent; the cost has been reduced to 73.8
percent of what it was. As for financial operations, & loss has beep converted
into a gain.

For motor vehicle transport, 12 highway routes have been built. The traf-
ficable length of these highways is now five times ag great as at the time of
liveration. The number of motor vehicles now operated by state-cperated com-
panies is 3.11 times what it wag in 1950; the efficiency of operatisn is greater
by 189.7 percent, the volume of transportation has increased by 747 percent;
and the cost has been reduced by 25.91 percent. There has been great improve-
ment in management ang operating efficiency of privately owned and operated

N motor transport companies, since the Five Antis movement, the rational organ-

: ization of the sources of supplies, the standardization of charges, and the
allocation of vehicles, all under the direction of the state-owned supervisory
agenciles.

The reform and reorganicotion of ihe various privately owmed transport
facllities is a serious and complex problem. Within the past 3 years, this
problem has been dealt with in various ways. The special districts and hsiens
have orgenized through transport companies, such as in the Chao-t 'ung Special
Administrative District; or through transport agencies, as in Hao~ch'ing Hsien;
or trangport commands, as in the Ssu-mao district; or mags transport statlons,
as at Hsia-kvan and other places; or mass transport management offices as at
Pao-shan. Owners of horse, mule, ¢ow, or bullock carts, caravans, anu small
boats, have organized themselver into self-help transpori teams. These back-
ward neans of transport have served 85 an auxiliary to the modern means of
transport.

In the first half of 1952, these backward means of transport moved 63
percent of all the grein that was transported, 1In 1952, from January +o Dats.
ber, the LY el helin troncport leams in Hao-ch'ing Hsien hauled 6,300,000
chin Z;he chin ~quals 2.2 pound§7 of goods. The companies of primitive teem.
cters under the transport commends in Ssu-mao district hauled 10 million chin
of cargo; and many other examples could be mentioned. These means of trans-
Port not only contribvuted te the growth of production in agriculture and in-
dustry, but also to national defense, through premoting solidarity among the
different tribes people by bauling their produets to markei and vy bringing
‘vack Chinese-manufactired products from the other parts of the country. fThis
unquestionably results in strengthening our border regions.

The j~year economic plans of the government require that our transporta-
tion facilities keep abreast of the rapidly growing need >f transportation for
the urban-rurel exchange of manufactured goods and agricultural comodities
ard minerals, for draving tie people of' the frontier districts more closely
into the economic life of the rest of the country, and for making possible the
military defense of the international borders. Therefore, we must press for-
ward the work of providing improved and more adequate means of tronsport.
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With regard to the industrial Production of the brovince, in 1653, the
verious principal industrial products (1950 as 100) were: tin 2h2, coal 148, =
iron 271, and salt 293. Other articles, such as yarn, cloth, suger, ang {;
paper, were produced in quantities that at least equalled the production tar- ) !r;
gets. With the constant growth of production in a country of socialized in-
dustry, our transportation capacity must be substantially increased.

The recovery end growth of agricultural production throughout the prev-
ince hes been rapid. Since 1950, grain preduction has increased 27.47 pesm
cent, cotton 266.66 percent, drieg tobaceco leaves 205,58 pereent, sugar cane
56.47 percent. Other products also showed, increases. These rates of in-
crease are likely to rise Jear by year. Accompanying the increases in agri- |
cultural production, the purchasing power of the furmers has become progres- cod
sively greater; thus, taking 1650 as 100, in 1953 it wvas 179. Also with 1650
as the basis, the 1953 volume of retail sales of cotton cloth was 726, of
matches 437, of table galt 145, end of edible oils 90k. The requirements of
agricultural implements, fertilizers, etc., have increased year by year.

ALl of these increases have been reflected in the
transportetion handled by state-owned companies. Based on 1450 as 100, for
1951 the volume wag 380, for 1952 it was €63, for 1953 it was 1,817. But
even this was far from meeting the needs., 1Ip Yunnan Province, 45,5 percent
of the hsien cities stil] cannot be reaches and served by molor vehicles.

In some cases, a special commissioner required up to 15 days travel to reach
& hsien city that ig under his Jurisdiction; and & hsien official sometimes
needs 6 or 7 days to reech points under his jurisdiction. Charges for freight
transportation by rail in Yunnan are 150 percent higher than in the rest of
the country, and for bassengers, 50 percent higher. The number of motor ve-
hicles in the provinee is not only inadequate; for +he neede

2eds, but those oper-
Aated by siatc-owned cormpanies are run at from one-helf tc one~third effi-
ciency

growth in volume of

With respect io transportation by
ures for the 'fa-1i Speeial, District, i% has doubleg ir volume since libera-
tion. Imcomplete Tigures for the province as a vhole show that of those who

' meke a specisl business of transportation, there are 3,06k horse certs, 973
bullock carts, 41,458 pack horses, 1,326 paclk bullocks, 11¢ hand carts, some
small wooden boats, and an uncounted number of hupan pack carriers. To these
must be edded the facilities or those for whom irangportation is only a secong-
ary occupation.

private parties, according to the fig-

However, without organization or direction, nll of thesa private trans-

¢ port facilities cannot play a sirmifiran+t rort in ihe Ll pusbalion pians or
the guvernmeny. For instance, in one rural subdivision of Yung-p'ing Hsien
2’ the time of liberation there were only =GO pack horses; during the past
3 years, by a rather aimless growth, the number has grown to 1,600 pael: horues.
There has beer. no unitormity of trensport charges in the various districts.
For example, teking the scale of charges of Pao-shan Sreciol Aministrative
District as 1C0; the charges in the neighvoring district of Te-1i were 160,
but in the adjoining distriet

of Ii-chiang the charges were only 71.8., The
highest scale of charges was 210 in Ssu-mao district.

This illustrates one of the weakest Teatures of our transport system in
Yunnan. What we need to do is to promote socinlized tronsport capacity, and
reform the nonsocialized transport capazity. We should continue plans to
develop means and methods of transport toward the international frontier.
Our immediate duty is to make the most of what we have,
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" As for the state-operated transportation network, reforms should be mede L S
in the operation, meintenance, and repair of motor vehicles and in the beckward
methods of traffic management. This vill depend to a large extrnt on party s
organization and political work. Bureaucratism and subjectivism must be elim- ,ﬁi
inated, and especiclly the old cepitalistic methods of management; and social- by e
ized methods must be studied and put into practice. Scope shoul” be given to ‘& . B
the natural ingenuity end interest of the workers themselves, while improving ' . J
discipline and revolutionary vigilance. Measures should be taken to control ;ﬁ
or. put:& stop to the common practice in ceriain quarters, whether official i
agencies or enterprises, of improperly retaining mononolistic econtrol of a2l1 5
motor vehicles whether or not they are needed. The extensicn of highways into ‘f
regions inhabite® by various tribal peoples confers no* only an economic bene- -

Tit, but alsohes politicas and military significance. Tn the past ve have

beea eager to build new roeds, but we have teen remiss in keeping them in good B
condition. We sheculd cultivate an interest on the part of the users in the

repair and meintenance of the roads, rarticulerly of the bridges,

Twenty-six percent of ihe privately oimed transgort facilities are oper-
ated by individial o'mers. These men should consider organizing cooperative
socleties among themselves for mutual assistance. It would te well for the
others to ernter into Jjeint operation arrangements with the state-cwned trans-
Port companies, or unite into a number of companies which will in turn become
parts of public-private joint transport companies. Thus their deficiencies
m8y be remedied through the direction and assistance of the technically more
advanced and experienced official and business operators. The privately owned \

N means of transport may gradually be ebsorbed into the national system of social-
: ized transportation, and the best way to do this is through cocperative organ-
ization.

Unregulated charges for transport is another ratter that needs to be .
abol.ished. t is a product and evidence of the free enterprise system and
it results in diverse fluctualing prices of coods and services. Charges
should be adjusted by taking into account the cost of preducticn, iransport,
and marketing: and they should be determined by united action of the cencerns
engaged in motor transport on the highveys; and when settled, this scale of
charges should be generally observed. Ignorant or unscrupulous persons that
raise charges or the prices of goods on the pretext of higher transportation
costs should be educated or diseiplired.

. Much remeins to be done in organicing, directing, regulating, ard  im-
o . proving the business of transportation in this border province., For this
it will be necessary to look to the party organization to effect the under-
standing of the problems involved on the part of 2ll concc rnad Qur ohien
tive must be willing cooperation i'or the benefit of everybody, amity between
the general populetion ard the tribes people, and the sirengihening of the
national defense.
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